sculptor Anish Kapoor to recreate his masterpiece, Koosh

AFUNNY THING
HAPPENED
ONTHEWAY TO

BEACH

... at the corner of Armenian Street. An explosion of peoplerazzi excitably pointed their iPhones at
a life-like mural depicting perfectly ordinary Penang life—this was my introduction to the
George Town Festival in 2012. ‘Little Childyen On A Bicyde' by Ernest Zacharevic was that
year’s festival icon. The snapshots went viral, and a star was birthed.

By Shireen Zainudin-Lowe.

BY GEORGE! his i the alchemy ac work at the George Town Festival.

Proudly homegrown, the ordinary becomes extraordinary. Overlay a serata of

U, S S o
internationally lauded artists and dust everything with the passion of the populace. It natara:a Hame
magical concoction to sip, stir, or submerge in. So, roll up year seven to the now globally

acclimed George Town Festival. Here'sa checklist you might wan to tick off all of this

month—there’s culure, heritage, and a welcoming communicy.

between contemporary dance and

Triptyque is a beautiful collaboration
circus acrabatics
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‘WHERE
TO STAY

Wich an explosion of boutique
hotels and guesthouses over the
years in George Town, Penang,

these top the list.
23 LOVE LANE
Jus ke Iving i your Nyonya grandmother's
home—your grandmother wich fabulous
asce in art. o course—with the rendliesc
frone desk staffIn George Townand the best
aftamoon tea, served daly

SEVEN TERRACES
Lacquered waod and genuine antiques from
‘award.winning hotelier Chris Ong's private
collection are seen here. The architectural

genius who knocked through seven
shophouses and created that magnificent
courtyard provides a cool, elegant respite from
the busdie on its doorsteps.

JAWI
PERANAKAN MANSION
Newly opened and the latest in Chris Ong's
stable of hotels, a tinkling fountain greets you
in the courtyard. As you slink further into
incricate laticework and slken Indian finry,
this delghtiul
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Moved by Podi,a coflaborativa prejecticd
By eRokeogFapher and dancer Alda Reliza

‘WHAT TO SEE T fesival programme encompasses

and performances in art, design, photography, film, music, dance, and drama.
For those lucky enough to take up a month-long residence—yes, I've met several
who do this every yearl—there’s something of interest everyday. For the rest,
here’s an exclusive selection.

intimacy together.

CLOVE HALL RESIDENCE
Situated slghtly beyond the heritage zone, the
private, black-and-white colonial house is set
within delicate green gardens. This i the best
place if you're bringing kids. Even better, book
up the whole hotl and take up allsix suices
with family and friends.

MACALISTER MANSION

Although Macaliscer s quirkily contemporary
wichin s grandiose colonial wals, glass-walled
bachrooms, an impressive lbrary, and a fine
dining restaurant await you.

World-renowned jugglers
of Gandini Juggling
present Smashed

ST
These I ply
utch artist Theo P by gusts of wind as they “march”
across the installation space and into our imaginations

team of Lim Yu Beng and Tan Kheng Hua, this sice-specific drama brings

PEARL OF THE EASTERN & ORIENTAL

Another production from the hugely gifted Singaporean husband-and-vife

us tales at the E&O Hotel. This i the second offering in the 2 Houses
Penang (Yo Beng's father's

MOVED BY PADI
: one consumes.” rice field on
b h mui-arts collbor staging for Makysian dance-
choreographer Aida Redza and her Japanese partner Mao Arata.

Strandbeest by Theo Jansen brings plastic
SMASHED
A glorious reinterpretation of theatrical
juggling,traversing lost love, and afternoon tea

tubes to lfe through the force of wind
by the world-renowned Gandini Jugglers.

KAA:
Presenting Kaash at George Town Festival 2016 as its South Easc
‘Asian debut, award-winning dancer, choreographer, and director
Alram Khan teams up with celebrated sculptor Anish Kapoor and
composer Nitin Sawhney to rvive his first full-engeh masterpiece.
‘The New York Times extolled this blend of contemporary and
chssical Indian dance as “an exquisicely beautiful shiftng tapestry of
dightly sewn motion,liht and dark."

LAST TIP b e ichiosss ok esperienci fhe Geotge Town Bestial s
traipsing the kaki lima, getting lost, and discovering the cornucopia of creative charm
for yourself, Hidden installaions, mysterious cafés, pop up ateliers, and vintage
retalers are just waiting to reveal themselves. One just neads to go forch and

From July 29 10 August 28 at Dewan Sri Pinang, MBPP Toun Hall
Eplanade, and around Gearge Towon. wune gorgetounfstioalcom

explor
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